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THE  CURIOSITY  CABINET. 

Published  by  WM.  P.  BBOWN  dealer  lu  Postage  and  Revenue 
Stamps,  Coins,  etc.,  U5  Nassau  street.  New  York, 

S.  K.  HABZFELD,  NUMISMATIST, 

1718,  Park  Ave.,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  Apply,  inclosing  stamp,  for 
latest  price  list. 

J.  W.  HASELTINE, 

1236  Chestnut  street,  Philadelphia  Pa.,  dealer  in  Coins,  Medals 
Curiosities,  Postage  Stamps,  etc.  Auction  Sales  of  Coins. 

HENRY  G.  SAPM80N,  Cor.  Broadway  and  Fulton  Sts.,  N.  Y. , 
Dealer  In  American  Coins  and  Medals,  rare  stamps,  Centen- 
nial comblnatlou  printing  presses,  etc. 

J.  COLVIN  RANDALL 

1905Chestnutstreet,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Gold,  Silver  and  Cop- 
per Coins.  Silver  Coins  of  any  date  a Specialty. 

GEO.  M.  ELLIOTT,  48  CenTBAL  ST.,  LoWELL.  MA88.— Bare 
Coins,  Continental  Paper  Money,  Rare  Books,  Town  Histories, 
and  genealogies  of  Families.  Priced  catalogue  of  rare  books 
25cts.  post  paid. 

S.  H.  A:  H.  CHAPMAN, 

Importers  of  Ancient  Greek  and  Roman  Coins;  dealers  in 
.American  Coins  and  Medals,  2043  Tower  St.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

BANGS  k CO.,  739  741  Bbodway,  Nbw  Yobk,— Auction  Sales 
of  Books,  Bronzes,  Coins,  etc.  Part  I and  II  Anthon's  Cabi- 
net, primed  priced  catalogues  for  sale  at  $1.50  per  copy. 

CARL  W BACHMAN,  Box  111.5,  Seneca  Falls,  N.  Y.  Collector  and 
dealer  In  Colonial,  U.  S.  and  Foreign  Coins,  Confederate 
Notes  and  Bonds,  etc  Prices  for  stamp. 

GEO.  W.  COGAN , (Successor  to  Ed.  Cogan,)  dealer  In 
Onins,  Medals,  Numiematlc  Books,  Paper  Money,  Etc..  408 
state  St.,  Brooklyn,  N Y. 

WANTED,— Rare  dollars,  half  dollars,  quarters,  dimes,  half 
dimes,  cents,  half  cents,  pattern  pieces;  wanted  Numismatic 
works*  especially  such  as  relate  to  American  Coinage.  Ad- 
dress, Ed.  Frossard,  Numismatist,  Irvington,  N.  Y. 

GEORGE  H.  LOVETT,  192  Broadway,  N.  Y.,  Room  13.  Medallist 
and  Engr  aver.  Collectf>rs  of  Medals  Invited  to  call.  New 
medals,  Masonic  and  political  tokens,  etc.,  for  sale,  singly  or 
In  quantities. 

LYM.AN  H.  LOW,  Numismatist.  Specialty  of  Coins,  Medals,  and 
Tokens  In  Copper,  Brass  and  Nickel,  Box  1008  New  York  City. 

ED  FROSSARD,  Irvington.  N.  Y.,  wants  the  following  varieties 
of  *94  Cents,  as  per  Dr.  Marls'  list.  Must  be  fine  to  uncircu- 
lated condltlou:  Nos.  1,  4,  7,  8,  13,  16,19,20,  23,  41,  43,  and 
subsequent  Nos. 

AMERICAN  JOURNAL  OF  NUMISMATICS. 

Price,  $2  per  volume.  In  advance.  Jekemiau  Colburn,  18 
Somerset  street,  Boston,  Maes. 

WANTED.— Descriptions  of  Medals,  Tokens  and  Store  Cards,  re- 
lating to  Pittsburgh  and  Allegheuey,  Pa.  If  for  sale,  state 
condition  and  price.  George  W.  Rode,  49,  5th  Ave.,  Pitts- 
burgh, Pa. 

CANADIAN  ANTIQUARIAN  AND  NUMISMATIC  JOURNAL. 

Published  quarterly,  at  $1.50  per  annum,  payable  In  advance. 
Subscriptions  received  by  Geo.  Holmes,  Box  1,310,  Montreal. 

WANTED— Elarly  dates  of  American  Gold  Coinage  In  fine  to  un. 
circulated  condition.  Address  ED.  FnosSABD,  Irvington,  N.Y. 

M.  F.  BLASY,  56  9th  Ave.,  New  York,  Numismatist,  Dealer  in 
rare  U.  8.  and  Foreign  fJolns,  Medals  and  Tokens.  Paying 
prices  of  U.  8.  Coins  for  Stam|>. 

GEO.  A.  LEAVITT  k CO.,  Auctioneers,  Clinton  Hall,  Astor  Place, 
and  Art  Galleries,  807,  Broadway,  New  York;  for  the  sale  by 
auction  of  Books,  Paintings,  Engravings,  Goins,  and  all  kinds 
of  Literary  and  Art  Property. 

0.  L.  STAKE,  223  South  Jefferson  St.,  Dayton,  0.,  dealer  In  U.  8. 
Coins.  A revised  price  list  Issued  monthly,  and  sent  free  for 
one  year,  on  receipt  of  12  cents  to  cover  postage. 

GASTON  FEUARDENT  k CO.,  W Lafayette  Place,  New  York. 
Importers  of  .Antique  Colus,  Gems,  Bronzes,  etc. 

M.  HEILBRONNEK,  310  W.  4th  Street,  N.  Y.  Collector  and 
Dealer  in  Rare  Coins,  Medals,  Tokens.  Price  List  for  Scamp. 
Correspondence  solicited. 

0HA8.  H.  WRIGHT,  Numismatist,  1676  3rd  Avenue,  New  York. 
Speelalty,  Early  English  and  Irish  Colas.  Correspondence 
solicited. 

WANTED.— Fine  Siieolmens  of  Irish  Tokens  of  the  17th  Cen- 
tury, and  Varieties  of  the  Ouu  Money.  C.  H.  WRIGHT, 

1675  3rd  Ave.,  N.  Y. 

REVISED  Coin  Catalogue  showing  the  prices  I pay  for  rare 
American  Coins  togetuer  with  a specimen  copy  of  the  “St. 
Louis  Philatelist’'  sent  post  free  on  receipt  of  12  cents  in 
stamps.  E.  F.  Gambs.  Coin  and  Stamp  Dealer,  621  South 
Fifth  Street,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

WANTED— To  purchase.  Woodcuts  and  Electrotypes  of  Colo- 
nial, U.  S.  and  Foreign  Coins,  for  Illustration.  Address 
"Numisma.” 

MILLER'S  Silver  and  Copper  Coin  Catalogue  with  Illustrations 
of  the  Large  and  Smail  Eagle  varieties  of  old  U.  8.  Coins  on 
receipt  of  10c.  Address  W.  K.  Miller,  Reading,  Pa. 

GEO.  T.  Me  COMBE,  79  Walnut  Street,  Lockport,  N.Y.  Dealer 
In  Coins,  Medals,  etc.  Monthly  Catalogues,  giving  buying 
and  selling  prices,  free. 

GEO.  T.  McCOMBE,  79  Walnut  Street,  Lockport,  N.  Y.  Wanred. 
—Bare  dates  In  U.  8,  Dollars,  Halves,  Quarters,  Dlme.s. 
Half  Dimes,  and  Cents.  Highest  prices  paid  Collectors  having 
duplicates  for  sale.  Please  correspond. 

C.  E.  MAKEPEACE,  Watertown,  N.  Y.  Dealer  In  U.  S.  Silver 
and  Copper  Coins.  Old  and  Rare  Coins  bought  and  sold. 
Correspondence  solicited  aud  Catalogue  free. 

1 1K81  Cat.alooue  showing  Pbiges  we  pay  and  ask  for  Coins.  25 
' cents.  Colu  Collectors’  Herald,  $l.u0  per  annum.  Vol.  in 
1881,  uow  ready.  Mason  k Co..  32  No.  13th  St.,  Phlla. 

NEW  ADVER  riSEMEMTS. 


To  European  PooUiko  SWiiup  Doalcrs 

WANTED.— Karo  Uucancollod  Foreign  Postage  Siamps,  in 
Complete  Sets,  for  a private  collection.  Address  .Miss  Daisy, 
care  of  “Numlsma,"  Irvlngum,  X.  Y. 

Numismatic  Hk.\dquautkrs.  Hinson  A:  Co..  3Q  No.  i:uh  St.. 
Phila.,  Pa.  Dealers  In  Coins.  ModaKs.  Stamps,  .\uu»graphK, 
Indian  Relics,  Early  American  Imprliua,  etc. 

Wanted.  Y'oung  Collectors  to  take  at  Iowcki  jiricca  the  diipli 
catos  In  most  coin  ileparimonts  of  an  old  Ci>lleclor.  F.  .M.  H. 
care  Bangs  & Co.,  739  Broadway,  N.  Y. 


T.  B.  Bknnell,  304  Broadway,  Now  York.  Dealer  in  Ancient 
and  Foreign  Rare  Colas,  Medals  and  Tokens  of  every  des- 
cription on  hand. 


COIN  SALES. 

ynly,  27.  Collection  of  Coins  and  Medals, 
chiefly  American.  265  lots.  Catalogue  by 
S.  H.  .Morgan.  Sold  by  D.  I’’.  Henry,  Titts- 
biirgh,  Pa. 

JutyS?)  and  29.  The  collection  of  Ameri- 
can Coins  of  Marshal!  C.  Lefferts,  of  New 
York  (son  of  Col.  Lefferts,  who,  as  Comman- 
der of  the  renowned  7th  Infantry,  .N.  G. 
State  of  N.  Y.,  disiinguished  himself  during 
the  Rebellion.;  11 28  lots.  Catalogue  by 
S.  H.  & H.  Chapman.  Solil  by  Hang.-,  & Co  , 
New  York,  .\mong  the  silver  series,  nearly 
complete,  we  nole  a 1794  dollar,  nearly  fine 
for  date,  $94.;  1 838  dollar,  proof,  52.;  1839, 
fine,  34.;  1852,  uncirculated,  54;  the  se- 

ries of  half  dollars  was  weak,  lacking  l)oth 
1796  and '97;  the  quarters  presented  a few 
fine  specimens  which  sold  low;  among  the 
dimes  we  notice  a fine  1804,  sold  at  27.,  an 
1811  over '09,  mint  lustre,  16.;  a very  good 
1822,  4 55;  among  the  half  dimes,  1795,  un- 
circulated, 5.80  and  4.25;  1797,  13  slar.s,  fine, 
7.40;  1 802,  very  poor  but  genuine,  12.;  1805, 
very  good,  12.  I he  pattern  pieces  with  few 
exceptions  sold  low — 1792,  Martha  Wash- 
ington half  dime,  9.;  complete  set  of  the 
coinage  of  1S59  in  alumiiuim  25.;  1869,  3 
each  of  halves,  dimes  and  half  dimes,  10.25, 
and  a duplicate  set  7.;  Longacre's  dollar, 
Indian  queen  seated,  1871.  iS.;  i873  dcsigns 
for  Trade  dollars,  6 pieces,  29.  Mr.  l.efierts 
like  Montagne  and  several  other  collectors 


‘ procured  most  of  his  pattern  pieces  from  the 
celebrated  jenks  sale  (catalogue  by  L. 
Cogan ),  since  which  time  no  considerable 
quantity  of  these  very  desirable  coins  have 
been  sold.  (.'ollectors  are  not  generally 
aware  of  the  great  rarity  of  those  pieces, 
most  of  them  struck  in  very  limited  numbers, 
but  the  time  will  no  doubt  soon  come  when 
they  will  be  appreciated  as  they  should  be, 
and  then  there  will  be  a scramble  for  them 
that  will  astonish  several  of  our  very  conser- 
vative buyers,  who  with  ample  means,  and 
great  desire  to  possess  these  pieces,  will  still 
be  frightened  at  a raise  of  5 cents  over  their 
; bids.  Qni  vivra  verra.  In  the  meanwhile 
Messrs.  Chapman  having  professed  the  most 
complete  satisfaction  at  the  financial  result 
of  the  sale,  we  also  express  our  satisfaction 
with  our  purchases,  and  others  having  done 
the  same  thing,  nothing  remains  to  be  said  on 
that  score.  Among  the  cents  a 1799  sold  at 
11.25;  >Soo,  perfect  date,  uncirculated,  9.50; 
1805,  uncirculated,  14.  Among  the  half 
cents  1 796  Kdward's  die,  11.  1831,  10.25; 

1836,  13.25;  1840-1S49,  original,  except  43 
and  '44  mint  restrikes, averaged  i 1 . 37;  1 852, 1 3. 
01  the  Colonial  coins  we  note  a 1694  Caro- 
lina IGephant  penny,  poor,  22.75;  a 1776 
Continental  Currency  pewter  dollar  with  E.  c. 
FECI']'  in  field,  6.50,  and  a New  Jersey  cent, 
Maris  18  j.  extremely  fine,  5.25. 


Angusl  5.  Continental  and  Colonial  Paper 
JMoney.  1 73  lots.  Catalogued  and  sold  by 
Chas.  Stcigcrwalt,  Lancaster,  Pa. 

August  31.  United  States  and  Foreign 
Coins,  Medals,  Minerals,  Relics,  etc.,  etc. 
949  lots.  Catalogue  by  Dr.  Geo.  W.  Massa- 
more.  Sold  by  Wm.  Seemuller,  Baltimore, 
.Md. 


Sigtcmbcy  8.  .'\merican  and  Foreign  Coins, 

' l’a|)cr  Money,  Curiosities,  Pottery,  etc.  531 
I lots.  Catalogue  by  John  W.  Haseltine.  Sold 
by  I'homas  Birch  & Son,  Philadelphia.  Not 
j having  yet  received  a priced  catalogue  we 


cannot  give  details  of  this  sale  exxept  that 
a 1797  half  dollar  (lot  48)  sold  at  $47-  f’l'int-- 
ed  price  list  is  to  be  had  from  Mr.  Haseltme 
at  25  cents. 

September  9.  Miscellaneous  Ancient  and 
Modern  Coins  and  Medals,  horeign  gold, 
Luther  Coins  and  Medals,  Double,  Triple, 
and  Quadruple  Crowns,  American  Coins, 
Stone  Implements,  etc.,  759  Catalogue 

by  lid.  Frossard,  ('5^h  sale.)  Sold  by 
Hangs  & Co.,  New  York.  The  attendance  of 
buyers  being  large,  almost  everything 
sold  at  excellent  prices,  and  the  total  result  of 
the  sale,  ^1928.65  was  fairly  S75  above  our 
maximun  estimate.  A lew  priced  catalogues 
can  still  be  had  Irom  us  at  50^^'  num- 

ber is  very  limited.  VVe  had  the  pleasure  of 
making  the  acquaintance  before  the  sale  of 
Mr.  Jus.  Angus,  of  West  Farms,  N.  Y.  whose 
collection  of  Indian  Relics  is  one  of  the  most 
complete  in  the  country,  of  Mr,  Robert  Les- 
lie ot  Cincinnati,  O.,  who  showed  us  a num- 
ber ol  brilliant  uncirculated  American  cents 
of  early  dates,  and  ot  Mr.  N.  llatheway,  of 
Fall  River,  Mass.,  a genial,  polished  gentle- 
man, who  discourses  with  equal  zest  on  pol- 
itics, masonic  lor«i,  coins  and  autographs. 

Reside  the  above  named  sales  two  other 
coin  sales  have  taken  place,  one,  as  we  are 
inlormed  through  Mason’s  Coin  Collectors’ 
Herald  lor  September  at  Concord  N.  H., 
early  in  that  month.  It  was  the  collection  of 
the  late  Dr.  Wm.  I’rescott,  and  the  catalogue 
embraced  474  lots  of  books,  1 10  of  coins  and 
a dozen  ol  curiosities,  etc.  Geo  Washing- 
ton’s wedding  sword  was  withdrawn,  we  are 
informed,  for  want  of  a suitable  bid.  If 
gentlemen  engaged  in  compiling  catalogues 
of  coins  and  curiosities  will  in  the  future 
make  a suitable  distribution  of  their  cata- 
logues to  live  buyers,  suitable  bids  will  never 
be  wanting.  The  other  sale  took  place  in 
Chicago,  111.,  information  of  which  was  kindly 
conveyed  to  us  by  a correspondent.  We 


give  the  entire  extract  from  his  letter,  only 
prefixing  the  heading  which  may  perhaps 
seem  appropriate. 

"Hi)  w 'I HKY  iAtshinyr  coiy  salss  in  i'lii- 

CAdO  " 

WlIF.RIt,  on  WHKRE  AKH  THK  MKMDE.KS  OF  THF. 

C.  N.  S. 

“We  had  a coin  sale  in  Chicago  last  week 
(24th  of  August)  at  one  of  the  Randolph 
Street  Auction  stores.  My  attention  was 
attracted  to  an  advertisement  in  one  of  the 
“Dailies’’,  so  I made  a point  of  attending  and 
made  the  first  purchase  of  coins  since  I lelt 
New  York.  It  was  a very  amusing  sale,  no 
catalogue,  no  exhibition  of  pieces  other  than 
that  at  the  time  of  sale.  The  coins  were 
passed  around  by  the  handful,  perhaps  knock- 
ed down  before  they  got  to  you,  the  auction- 
eer, judging  of  the  value  by  the  dates,  that  is, 
the  older  they  were,  the  more  valuable.  My 
principal  competitor  was,  I should  judge,  a 
pawnbroker,  who  had  some  idea  of  values, 
but  it  was  all  pot  luck,  as  no  time  was  given 
to  arrive  carefully  at  a judgment.  A full  set 
of  Half  Cents,  lacking  1796,  1802  and  1811 
was  put  up  in  a bundle,  in  the  handful  pass- 
ed to  me  I noticed  1840,  so  felt  justified  in 
“running  them  up”  to  S32,  at  what  I got  the 
lot,  and  was  very  much  gratified  to  find  that 
1831,  1836,  1852,  and  all  the  40’s  were  orig- 
inals, excepting  ’47  which  was  a restrike.  I 
also  bought  a package  of  Confederate  and 
Coloninl  money  fur  $5,  but  found  the  Colon- 
ials to  be  principally  Delaware  currency, 
enough  to  last  a life  time  (How  does  this 
sell.Q  a lot  ol  37  Colonial  coppers  for  $1. 10, 
all  jersey  and  Connecticut  however,  in  all 
conditions  but  no  special  rarities  so  far  as  I 
could  see.  I also  paid  from  52,50  to  54.  each 
for  a number  of  proof  sets  from  1861  to  ’71, 
and  sundry  other  medals  and  cards.  A full 
set  of  U.  S.  cents  sold  for  525,  but  I had  a 
better  look  at  them  before  bidding  and  saw 
that  none  were  in  a very  good  condition. 
This  I understand  is  the  first  coin  sale  in 
Chicago  since  1863.  None  of  the  collectors 
known  to  me  were  present,  and  had  not  been 
aware  of  time  and  place  of  the  sale  until  I 
showed  them  my  purchases.”  c.  m. 


N U M I S M A . 

ED.  FROSSARD,  IRVINGTON.  N.  Y. 

pjditox' 

PRICE  16  CT8.  PER  Copy.  • 50  cts.  per  annum. 

ADVERTISEMENTS.  LIMITED  70  3 LIMES,  25c.  each  inHcrllon. 
Special  advertlsemente  In  this  column.  $1  per  Ineoriion. 


FOR  !SA.RF. 

Medals  Commemorntice  of  Arnold  Haid  on  y^eir  London 
mid  Groton^  Coun 
The  Centennial  of  this  event  occui*6 

Heptembei*  (>, 

Prices — W.  M.,  25.  Hron^e,  $i.  Silver, 
$2.25.  Size  of  Medal,  30. 

Address,  CHARLES  ALLYN, 

I'nbliKhcr.  Ni:ir  llarru  Conn 


JAMES  A.  GARFIELD. 

Shot  at  hie  poet!  We  never  knew  how  .strong 

The  baud  that  grasped  the  holm,  till  came  the  shock  — 
When  the  Angers  tightened  In  Pain's  helpless  lock 

And  the  good  ship  «iulvered  all  her  beams  along. 

This  was  no  deed  of  mutineers  that  throng 
In  clamorous  revolt— no  sunken  rock— 

Madness  at  Death's  own  gramleur  dared  to  mock  - 

A pitiful  fool  has  worked  the  state  this  wrong. 

Not  with  the  waves  alone;  with  rebel's  hate, 

With  friend’s  distrust,  ho  battled.  Slowly  grew 
OurconQdeuce  lu  him  who  steered  us  on. 

Danger,  that  found  him  faithful,  crowns  him  great. 

The  Ship  of  State  sails  on;  but  of  her  crew 

Who  well  might  take  the  helm,  he  being  gone. 

The  above,  which  appeared  in  Duck  July  Gth, 
suggested  to  Mr.  Isaac  E.  Wood,  the  striking 
of  a medal  commemorative  ol  the  (UiempUd  as- 
sassination of  President  Garfield  on  July  2d. 
The  medal  may  be  described  as  follows; 
Obverse.  Rust  of  Garfield  to  left,  James  A. 
Gaki'IELD  I THE  Nation’s  | Choice  | kok 
Pkesiuent.  Star  on  each  side.  Rev.  Wreath, 
within  which  July  2nd,  | 1881;  above,  “Fok 
HIM  THE  CIVIC  wreath”;  bclow,  “Danger  | 
THAT  ROUND  HIM  | FAITHEUL,  | CROWNS  HIM  | 
GREAT.”  Size  18.  Struck  in  the  usual  metals, 
and  for  sale  by  us. 


THE  FRENCH  AMERICAN  COLONIAL 
COINAGE  OF  1670. 


SONNET. 


Vast  leagues  of  mountain,  plain  and  inland  eea. 
Sweeping  from  where  the  Atlantic  surges  i>our 
Thoir  stormy  thunders  on  grim  Labrador; 

Through  mighty  valleys,  where  each  ancient  tree 
The  uiunarch  of  long  ages  seems  to  be; 

Where  dim  woods  echo  great  Niagara’s  roar; 

And  white  sands  lie  on  Louisiana’s  shore; 

This  was  the  empire  giving  birth  to  thee. 

The  knights  are  dead,  dead  are  the  roemai  arms, 

Who  won  this  realm  with  toll,  and  ringing  cheers; 
And  rust  lies  red  and  deep  on  sword  and  lance, 

'riiat  answered  then  to  wild  war’s  loud  alarms; 

Only  you  bring  from  out  the  vanished  years, 

The  blazonry  and  arms  of  sunny  France. 

THos.  b.  Collier. 


FOURTH  CROWN. 

Obverse-.  Lvd.  Xhii.  d.  g.  P'r.  et.  Nav. 
Rex.  Rust  of  Louis  XIV.,  laureate,  to  right, 
in  corselet  and  mantle;  above  the  head,  to 
left,  m.  m.  Sun  in  splendor  (the  badge  of 
Louis  XIV.)  Rev.  Gloriam.  regni.  | .tvi. 
DicENT.  1670.  Over  a crowned  shield  bear- 
ing three  fleurs  de  lis,  a tower;  below  the 
shield,  between  the  two  dots,  A inverted  (for 
Paris,  the  place  of  minta»-e.)  Rorder  milled, 
edge  plain.  Silver;  weight  105  grains.  Size 
>7- 

TWELFTH  CROWN. 

Same  description  as  the  quarter  crown,  but 
weight  35  grains.  Size  13  1-2. 

TWO  sous. 

obverse-.  Lvdovicvs.  Xiiii.  d.  gr.  Franc. 
Er.  Nav.  Rex.  Crowned  L.  dividing  the  date, 
16  70;  below  it,  A.  Rev.  Dovble  | de.  la  ( 
MERIOVE.  I francoise;  below,  A and  three 
fleurs  delis.  Rorder  milled,  edge  plain.  Cop- 
per; size  14  1-2. 


The  final  I in  XIITI  of  both  the  quarter 
and  twelfth  crown  is  marked  with  .subsciipt, 
the  legend  on  obverse  will  be  easily  under- 
stood, that  on  the  reverse  ot  the  silver  is  ta- 
ken from  the  Vulgate  of  I’salm  CXLV,  v.  1 1, 
rendered  as  follows:  I hey  shall  speak  of  the 
glory  of  thy  Kingdom  and  of  the  copper, 
Double  (sous)  of  brench  America. 

It  would  be  pleasing  to  us  could  we  at  this 
lime  give  some  original  information  concern- 
ing this  important  early  French-American 
coinage,  but  abler  pens  have  gone  over  the 
ground  so  thoroughly  that  very  little  besides 
the  actual  illustration  of  a fourth  crown  now 
in  our  possession  remains  to  bo  done.  Prof. 
Chas.  Anthon,  the  eminent  archteologist 
and  honored  President  of  the  American 
Numismatic  Society  first  called  the  at- 
tention of  American  Collectors  to  this 
coinage  in  Vol.  IV.  No.  9 Janu- 

ary 1870  of  the  Am.  journal  of  Numis- 
matics. In  a subsequent  article  published 
in  Vol-  XI  No.  5,  for  January  1877  of  the 
same  Journal,  he  goes  over  the  whole  ground 
of  the  origin,  purpose  and  history  of  the  coin- 
age, while  Mr.  S S.  Crosby  in  his  work,  “The 
Early  Coins  of  America,”  describes  and  illus- 
trates the  twelfth  crown  and  two  sous  pieces, 
the  latter  from  an  electrotype  copy,  the  former 
from  a specimen  in  the  cabinet  of  Mr.  W.  S. 
Appleton.  To  these  articles,  but  especially  to 
that  of  Prof.  Anthon  we  must  refer  those  of 
our  readers  who  would  gain  the  most  com- 
plete knowledge  of  what  is  known  on  the  sub- 
ject. For  the  benefit  of  those  to  whom  these 
works  are  not  accessible  we  will  cite  in  brief 
that  in  M.  Le  Blanc’s  “Historical  treatise  on 
the  coins  of  France,  from  the  commencement 
of  the  monarchy  to  the  present  time”  pub- 
lished in  Paris,  1703,  as  quoted  by  Prof.  An- 
thon, we  read  on  page  388;  “In  order  to  fa- 
cilitate commerce  in  Canada  (this  term  was 
then  frequently  synonymous  to  Continental 
French  America)  the  King  caused  to  be 


struck  a hundred  thou.sand  livres’  worth  of 
Louis  of  15  sous,  and  of  5 sous,  and  doubles 
of  pure  copper.  These  coins  were  of  the 
same  value,  weight  and  fineness  with  those 
of  France.  On  the  silver  Louis  of  i 5 sous, 
and  of  5 sous,  in  place  of  .Sri’  nomkn  Domini 
benedictum,  there  was  Globiam  regni  tui 
DicENT,  and  on  the  doubles.  Doubles  de 
l’amerique  F'rancoise.  “J.  H.  a.  A.  Barth- 
elemy,  in  his  “Numismalique  Moderne,”  page 
74,  an  authority  not  quoted  by  Anthon,  says, 
“The  1-2  (evidently  a typographicrl  error) 
and  1-12  crowns  of  Canada  can  also  be  class- 
ified among  the  coins  of  Louis  XIV.”  Prof. 
Anthon  also  quotes  several  other  authorities 
by  some  of  which  the  coins  arc  respectively 
called  fourth  and  twelfth  crowns,  the  denomi- 
nations used  by  us,  instead  of  15  and 
5 sous.  Another  authority  quoted  by  Anthon 
gives  a different  version  of  the  origin  of  the 
coinage,  ascribing  it  to  the  West  India  Com- 
pany which  received  the  privilege  of  coining 
money  stamped  by  a particular  die,  with  a 
peculiar  legend.  By  a royal  edict  these  coins 
were  made  current  not  only  in  the  French  Is- 
lands, but  also  on  the  terra  firma  of  America, 
subject  to  the  crown.  Accepting  the  views 
of  French  writers  we  find  that  the  coinage 
was  designed  tor  P'rench  America  in  general, 
and  as  French  America  included,  as  is  forci- 
bly demonstrnted  by  Prof  Anthon  Continental 
North  America  as  far  west  as  explored,  ex- 
cept a narrow  strip  from  the  Kennebec  to 
Cape  Fear,  it  follows  that  this  coinage  is  real- 
ly the  first  authentic  coinage  for  a large  num- 
ber of  the  present  States  of  the  Union.  This 
position  taken  by  Prof  Anthon,  has  never 
been  contraverted,  and  is  simply  impregnable. 

In  regard  to  the  rarity  of  the  coins  describ- 
ed we  are  able  to  present  a few  interesting 
data:  The  fourth  crown  is  e.xcessively  rare, 

so  rare  that  the  French  National  Collection 
does  not  own  a specimen.  The  specimen 
illustrated  by  us  was  until  very  lately  in  the 


cabinet  of  M.  Erneste  Gariel  of  Paris,  a dis- 
tinguished member  of  the  French  Numismat- 
ic and  Archaeological  Society,  whom  our 
correspondent  styles  “the  most  amiable  and 
wealthy  collector  of  P'rance,  and  from  whom 
it  was  obtained  in  exchange  for  a unique  sil- 
ver penny  of  Pepin  le  Bref,  valued  at  a very 
high  price.  We  have  the  highest  authority 
for  stating  that  at  the  present  time  only  two 
other  specimens  are  known  in  P'rance  and 
can  substantiate  the  statement  by  giving  the 
names,  as  the  location  of  excessively  rare 
coins  is  as  well  known  among  P'reuch  c(jllect- 
ors  as  that  of  similar  American  coins  among 
us.  A very  prominent  Paris  dealer  when 
informed  of  the  transaction  and  when  the 
coin  was  shown  him  is  said  to  have  exclaim- 
ed “There  is  a coin  worth  all  )our  rarities” 
and  offered  a very  good  cash  price  for  it, 
which  was  thankfully  declined  by  our  agent, 
who  being  a man  of  the  highest  integrity  and 
honor  considered  that  we,  who  have  lor  years 
importuned  him  to  obtain  this  piece  lor 
America,  had  a prior  right  of  [nirchase. 

The  twelfth  crown  is  better  known  to  our 
collectors.  Besides  those  enumerated  by 
Prof.  Anthon,  we  have  ourself  imported  and 
placed  in  good  American  cabinets  or  offered 
at  sales  about  6 specimens,  and  have  now  two 
more  in  stock.  Mr.  S K.  Harzleld  imported 
2 or  3,  and  others  have  found  their  way  into 
the  country  through  private  purchase;  be- 
sides these,  two  or  three  have  actually  been 
found  in  circulation  in  Canada  and  the 
United  States.  Altogether  the  number  known 
in  the  United  States  and  Canada  may  be  25 
to  30,  but  the  supply  in  Plurope  is  being  rap- 
idly exhausted  and  good  specimens  cannot 
be  obtained  in  Paris  at  less  than  from  So  to 
too  francs. 

The  copper  two  sous  or  double  is  of  the 
utmost  rarity  abroad,  and  thus  far  we  have 
been  unable  to  locate  a single  specimen 
'here.  As  far  as  we  know,  no  specimen 


exists  in  an  American  cabinet.  When  dis- 
covered it  will  probably  be  among  some  old 
coppers  from  the  West  Indies,  where  these 
may  possibly  have  been  current  to  a very 
limited  extent,  or  a specimen  may  possibly  be 
obtained  at  a future  time  from  a European 
cabinet.  Mr.  Crosby’s  illustration  from 
which  we  derive  our  description  is  from  a 
copy  (electrotype?)  which  he  states  was  in 
the  possession  of  M.  Jules  Marcou  of  Cam- 
bridge. Mass. 

BOOK  iJOTICE. 

THE  MEDALS  OF  THE  MASONIC  FKATERNITV,  DE- 
SCRIBED AND  illustrated:  bv  william  T. 

K.  MARVIN.  BOSTON,  I 88  I . CAP  QUARTO,  PF. 

X.  330,  AND  18  PLATES. 

Such  is  the  title  of  the  elaborate  volume 
on  Masonic  Medals,  recently  issued.  W’e 
have  occasionally  referred  to  Mr.  Marvin's  la- 
bors in  the  columns  of  Numisma,  in  this  field 
of  numismatics,  of  which  Professor  Anthon 
once  said,  he  seems  “to  have  a good  title  by 
prc-anptionr  With  the  exception  of  some 
newspaper  articles,  mostly  published  ten  or 
fifteen  years  ago  by  Robert  Morris,  the  en- 
thusiastic Masonic  writer,  lecturer,  and  nu- 
mismatist, and  which,  if  we  remember  rightly, 
were  substantially  translations,  with  com- 
ments of  his  own  on  the  symbols  and  devices, 
nothing  of  the  kind  has  yet  appeared  which 
can  be  compared  with  this  volume  in  interest 
to  Masonic  collectors,  or  indeed  having  any 
special  value  so  far  as  American  readers  are 
concerned.  Two  German  writers,  Zacharias 
and  Merzdorf,  are  well  known  to  collectors 
abroad,  but  their  books  are  seldom  found  in 
Uhis  country,  and  are  practically  inaccessible 
i here. 

In  the  volume  before  us  Mr.  .Marvin  describes 
uinvaids  of  800  Masonic  pieces,  including 
•‘’tore  cards,  etc.,  and  has  illustrated  nearly 
100  of  them;  many  jiieccs  hitherto  unknown 
to  collectors  are  now  for  the  first  time 


brought  to  notice,  and  we  canbot  but  regard 
this  work  as  a moniinient  oi  careful  research, 
and  protracted  investigation.  The  descrip- 
tions are  minute,  without  being  tedious;  the 
legends  are  all  translated  into  linglish;  abun- 
ant  information  of  various  kinds,  and  ul  much 
interest  to  collectors,  is  added  in  the  v.-ay  of 
foot  notes,  and  altogether  we  are  glad  to  sec 
that  so  scholarly  a work,  and  one  so  carefully 
))repared  has  been  contributed  to  numismatic 
literature  on  this  side  the  water.  VVe  have 
received  so  much  light  from  writers  abroad, 
that  it  is  a pleasure  to  be  able  to  show  so 
full  and  complete  a descriptive  catalogue  of 
medals,  in  a branch  of  the  science  heretofore 
almost  totally  neglected,  but  which  well  re- 
pays the  study  which  Mr.  Marvin  has  devoted 
to  it. 

The  arrangement  of  the  various  medals  is 
the  fault  of  the  work,  or  we  should  rather  say 
its  lack  of  arrangement.  From  the  e.vplana- 
tions  given  in  the  introduction,  it  is  readily 
seen  that  this  could  not  easily  be  avoided, 
and  when  we  turn  to  the  minute  and  com- 
pendious Indc.xes,  covering  over  20  pages  at 
the  close  of  the  book,  we  find  that  with  a 
very  definite  plan,  any  arrangement  would 
have  been  difficult  to  carry  out,  and  the  lack 
of  system  is  so  amply  met  by  these  various 
inde.xes,  that  cause  for  complaint  ceases  at 
once.  If  one  knows  the  legend  on  any 
"Masonic,”  or  the  Lodge  or  individual  by 
whom  it  was  struck,  the  die  cutter  even,  or 
Merzdorfs  reference,  which  is  the  usual  di.s- 
tinguishing  allusion  in  foreign  catalogues,  he 
will  find  a reference  in  one  of  the  five  in- 
dexes, that  will  lead  him  to  the  description. 
For  thoroughness  in  this  regard,  we  doubt  if 
any  work  ever  published  was  so  carefully  in- 
dexed. 

The  typographic  appearance  is  excellent 
as  might  be  expected  from  the  well-known 
printers,  and  the  very  limited  edition — only 
125  copies  for  sale — will  make  them  at  no 


distant  day  one  of  the  rarest  numismatic 
publications.  It  is  sold  only  by  subscription, 
and  the  price  is  ten  dollars  a copy.  We 
shall  be  happy  to  receive  orders  for  the  work. 


THU  FORT  GRIRWOLD  MaGGACRE 
MEDAL. 

The  Centennial  Celebration  of  the  burning 
of  New  London,  Connecticut,  and  of  the  Bat- 
tle and  Massacre  in  Fort  Griswold,  on  the 
Groton  ideights  opposite  that  city,  occurs  on 
the  6th  and  7th  of  the  present  .'September. 
The  event  is  well  known,  but  can  be  thus 
briefly  described.  When  Sir  Menry  Clinton 
found  that  Gen.  Washington  was  too  far  ad- 
vanced on  his  Southern  march,  to  allow  of 
any  success  in  the  matter  of  reinforcing  Lord 
Cornwallis,  he  determined  to  make  a counter 
demonstration,  and  selected  New  London 
as  the  point  of  attack.  It  had  always  been 
noted  for  its  enterprise  in  the  fitting  out  of 
Privateers,  and  for  the  readiness  of  its  people 
to  respond  to  all  calls  to  arms.  The  expe- 
dition was  put  under  the  command  of  the 
traitor  Arnold.  It  appeared  oft  the  harbor 
oi  New  London,  Sept.  5th,  1781.  Repeated 
false  alarms  had  made  the  people  careless, 
and  no  signal  was  fired  until  the  fleet  was 
discovered  in  the  lower  harbor,  early  on  the 
morning  of  the  6th.  The  enemy  had  been 
informed  of  the  signal,  and  discharged  an  ad- 
ditional gun,  distro)'ing  its  significance. 
They  landed  in  two  columns,  one  on  each  side 
of  the  river.  P'inding  that  he  had  not  troops 
enough  to  meet  them  in  the  open  field. 
Col.  Ledyard,  the  American  Commander, 
repaired  to  Fort  Griswold,  and  here  collected 
about  1 50  men.  On  the  city  bank  of  the 
river  there  was  no  competent  head,  so  that 
with  the  exception  of  some  slight  skirmish- 
ing, no  resistance  was  offered.  Arnold  com- 
manded his  party  in  person,  and  finding  that 
the  Americans  were  gathering  too  fast  to 
allow  of  a permanent  occupancy,  pillaged  and 


burned  the  city.  On  the  opposite  bank  the 
British  were  commanded  by  Col.  Kyre. 
They  advanced  to  the  attack,  first  demand- 
ing the  surrender  of  the  Fort,  which  was  re- 
fused. Col.  Eyre  was  wounded,  and  Major 
Montgomery,  the  second  in  command,  killed. 
This  so  exasperated  their  troops,  that  they 
rushed  over  the  ramparts,  bearing  down  all 
opposition.  Col  Ledyard,  the  American 
t.’ommander,  was  killed  by  his  own  sword, 
after  surrendering.  A cold  bloodeil  massa- 
cre ensued.  The  Americans  were  cruelly 
murdered,  90  out  of  the  t5o  being  killed  out- 
right, and  many  m.)re  mortally  wounded. 
The  British  then  evacuated  the  Fort,  first 
firing  a train  laid  to  a magazine.  A bloody 
hand  filing  across  this  in  a death  th.oe,  pre- 
vented an  explosion.  There  were  40  widows 
and  164  orphans  made  in  the  little  town  of 
Groton  alone;  and  9 of  the  dead  bore  the 
name  of  Avery,  and  6 that  of  Perkins  The 
slaughter  was  terrible,  the  British  losing  more 
than  200  men.  Seeing  that  no  quarter  could 
be  expected,  Capt.  Stanton,  a tall  and  sta-1 ! 
wart  Americam,  seized  a musket,  and  with  it 
killed  7 of  his  toes  before  he  was  shot  down. 
The  scenes  after  the  massacre  were  horrible. 
One  woman  washed  the  blood  from  more 
than  30  faces,  before  she  found  the  one  she 
sought.  So  exasperated  were  the  gathering 
Americans  when  they  discovered  the  crticlty 
of  the  British,  that  had  not  the  latter  sought 
the  protection  of  their  ships,  the  most  terri- 
ble struggle  of  the  Revolution  would  have 
been  fought  among  the  burning  ruins  of  New 
London,  and  on  the  blood  stained 
heights  opposite  This  is  the  occurrence 
commemorated  on  the  6th  and  7th  of  Sept., 
and  a medal  is  to  be  struck  as  a memento  of 
the  massacre,  and  of  its  commemoration. 

The  obverse  will  be  two  Continental  sol- 
diers in  the  angle  of  a bastion,one  in  the  act  of 
loading  his  musket,  the  other  discharging  his 
over  the  rampart.  The  inscription  will  be 
Col.  Ledyard’s  answer  to  the  demand  to  sur- 


render  “WEWILL  NOT  GIVE  UP  THE  FORT, 

LET  THE  CONSEQUENCES  BE  WHAT  THEY  MAY'” 
The  reverse  will  be  a plan  of  Fort  Gris- 
wold, taken  from  an  old  English  map.  In  a 
circle  outside  of  this  will  be  the  words  “sept 
6th,  1881,  CENTENNIAL  OF  THE  BATTLE  OF 
GROTON  heights;”  in  the  body  of  the  fort 
plan,  these,  “massacre  in  fort  griswold,” 
and  below  the  fort  plan,  “and  burning  of 
NEW  LONDON,  SEPT.  6th,  1 78 1 ,”  these  com- 
bined forming  the  inscription.  The  dies  will 
be  cut  by  Lovett,  and  medals  will  be  struck 
in  any  metal  desired,  though  the  entire  num- 
ber will  be  limited. 

The  medal  will  be  important  in  the  centen- 
nial series,  as  it  commemorates  one  of  the 
most  striking  events  of  the  Revolution. 

T.  S.  Collier. 


The  Collector's  Guide,  Vol.  i..  No.  i,  pub- 
lished quarterly  by  R.  W.  Mercer,  Cincinnati, 
O.,  at  35  cents  per  annum,  and  designed  as  a 
cheap  advertising  medium  in  the  interests 
of  Collectors  and  dealers  in  Coins,  Medals, 
Stamps,  Indian  Relics,  Minerals,  Fossils, 
Curiosities,  and  Bric-a-Bac.  Mr.  Mercer  is 
I a live  dealer,  an  authority  on  Indian  relics, 
and  we  give  the  Collector's  Guide  a hearty 
welcome  among  our  numismatic  publica- 
tions. 

Coin  Collector  s Illustrated  Guide  for  Au- 
gust, published  quarterly  by  A.  M.  Smith, 
No.  533  Chestnut  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
An  e.xcellent  number,  containing  several 
readable  articles  on  U.  S.  and  Foreign  Coins, 
very  fully  illustrated. 

COMING  SALE. 

Mr.  Ed.  P'rossard  is  hard  at  work  on  the 
catalogue  of  his  sixteenth  sale,  to  take  place 
at  Bangs  & Co.,  in  the  early  part  of  October. 
The  catalogue  will  contain  a number  of  very 
rare  U.  S.  and  Colonial  Coins,  many  English, 
I'rench,  Italian,  etc.,  silver  and  copper  coins 
and  medals,  etc.,  making  a very  attractive 
two  days’  sale. 


